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Simply Episcopalian

Christian Formation through Prayer, Study, Stewardship and Action

3rd Sundays from 9am – 10am for 9 Sundays

Sept. 18th, Oct. 16th, Nov. 20th, Dec. 18th, 

Jan. 15th 2012, Feb. 19th, March 18th, 

April 15th, May 20th
These sessions are designed to give all who worship at Saint James a common understanding of our faith, theology, governance and common life. They are also meant to prepare adults who desired to be received from another denomination or confirmed as adult members of this part of the household of God. Liturgy for those seeking Confirmation and Reception –dates to be announced. 
Class 1          Sept. 18, 2011   (14th Sunday after Pentecost)
                         Initial Inquiry       
Open with prayer: Our Father (two forms, why? Are there others?))

1) Presentation of schedule, norms and info sheets.

2) Fill out info sheet, sign up for childcare 

3) Who are we? Who is God? What is the church?

4) Statement about Christian faith and practice: prayer, study, stewardship and action

5) An outline of the formation process and a sense of life at Saint James

HOMEWORK:

Study: Read the liturgy for Holy Baptism (BCP p299). Don’t own one? See Marie or Susan with your $25 during the workweek, or download one from the “worship Bookshelf” page under the “resource” pull-down menu on our web site. 

Prayer: Then take some time in prayer to give thanks for your baptism and ask God to draw you to some word, phrase or aspect of the liturgy that God would have you see. Write down your impressions and bring these with you to class so that you’ll be able to contribute to the discussion. No question is a bad one, and all observations enlarge our corporate understanding.

Action: Go to the parish web site http://www.saintjames.org/, click on the “Our Church” pull-down menu, click on “membership” page and read it. Write down comments or questions. Ponder what connections there are between the promises of baptism and the hallmarks of active membership.
Class 2
October 16, 2011       (18th Sunday after Pentecost)       Members of One Body

Open with prayer: BCP 311 (All praise…)

1) Reread Norms of being together, going around the table.

2) PRESENTATION: Holy Baptism as descriptive of Christian life- decoding the liturgy. Followed by questions and answers, and discussion.

HOMEWORK: Read the handout of Chapter 6, “Using the Bible”, from Starting at the Beginning. You can buy a copy right from our site if you’d like to read about more topics than just the bible Go to our web page for Christian Formation and scroll down to the Inquirers’ Class book list. Jot down questions or comments that reading the handout may raise for you.
Class 3              November 20th, 2011      ( Last Sunday after Pentecost)                  People of the Book

Open with prayer: Lectio Divina 

1) Brief recap of homework discoveries, questions and insights. BCP p304 Question 1 in Covenant as segue into Scripture.

2) Christian Scripture: the Bible

a) What is it? How is it different from other writing? What authority does it have for us? Discussion around our reading assignment “Using the Bible”.

b) Another view: the Catechism (BCP p. 853-854) we’ll read aloud, then discuss what it says.

c) Practical matters:

(i) What bible should I use, and why?

(ii) Naming the books

(iii) Finding citations

(iv) Pronouncing names

2) HOMEWORK

a) Go to the parish web site and choose “Worship Bookshelf” from the “Resources” pull-down menu.

b) Explore the functionality of the bible search engine: search by a word (e.g. fish), a phrase you may remember (e.g. lilies of the fields), and a citation (like Luke 10:27).

c) Use the Biblical Pronunciation Guide: Use the Bible search engine and look at chapters in Genesis. Find some unpronounceable people, places or things. Then look them up in the pronunciation guide.

d) Click on the “Christian Formation” link under the “Ministry Communities” pull-down menu. Also look at the “Center for Spiritual Development” link under the “Spiritual Life” pull-down menu. Look over all the offerings and see what you might like to explore when this class is done. Christian education and formation is a life-long endeavor. Group study, prayer and conversations provide participants with fellowship, encouragement and pastoral support. 

e) Prayer: Practice Lectio Divina using the Scriptures assigned for Sunday, December 18th. (Use Day by Day or website to find daily Scripture) Write down the word or phrase that jumped out and bring it with you. Listen to the Scriptures being read in church, and to the sermon. Note how your practice of Lectio Divina affects your experience of worship on Sunday Dec. 18th .

Class 4     December 18th,  2011        (4 Advent)                                                        Witness to the World 

Open with prayer (Centering prayer), then read 3rd Covenant question at top of BCP 305
1) General introduction to Seasons, “Places and Things of the church” (Sandy Gallup, Altar Guild Chair) 

2) Christian Vocation and discernment- “God’s will, Your gifts and the Needs of a Community” 

Two people’s story (10 minutes each – Carol Westerlund?, Alex Secor?) 

3) Spirit, Vine and Trellis. How Saint James is structured to do mission. (Members of One Body ppt)

4) From Parish to Anglican Communion: a larger view of connections and communion

5) Take pledge card, to take home and use as part of homework
HOMEWORK :   

Go to the menu bar on the top of the home page. Click on the “Our church” pull-down menu and click on “Membership”. Read the information. Then click on the “Ministry Community” pull-down menu and choose the Stewardship Community's page. Read this page and then follow the link “proportional giving” and read it. If you have not already made a pledge for the support of the work of the church in 2012, think, pray, discuss and reflect on what would be a meaningful amount – one that requires thinking hard about what the church offers that no where else can, then doing your best to support that work. It’s not just about just helping to cover the church’s budget. It’s about gratitude- giving back to God in thanksgiving for all you have already received... Remember that all relationships require commitment in order to deepen, then put your pledge card in the offering plate next Sunday.   

Class 5   Jan. 15th, 2012   ( 2nd Sunday after the Epiphany)  (Vic+)                        Common Prayer   

Open with prayer
The Book of Common Prayer - What is it? Where did it come from? 

What is in it? How do we use it?

Class 6   Feb. 19th, 2012  ( Last Sunday after the Epiphany ) Lent as a time of deeper preparation 

Open with prayer: Choose a Collect- show two sections, front and back

1) Specific focus on Lent as preparation and a description of the Lenten Series (see dates below).

a) Read Invitation to a Holy Lent (BCP 264-5) and talk about experience, insights and questions about Ash Wednesday.

b) Hand out “From Ashes to Celebration”

2) Get ready to look at Ministry Communities and pick one to investigate during Lent.
HOMEWORK:

Study: 

a) Read the purple booklet “About Lent” 

b) Using the worship bookshelf part of the parish web site, go to Glossary of Liturgical terms and look up “Ash Wednesday” and “Lent”.

c) Look for an e-mail with information from Sandy Gallup, our Altar Guild Chair. It will have a word list and further instructions. Go to the parish website, Worship Bookshelf- then use the Glossary to look up the words that Sandy will have assigned for “The Great Ecclesiastical Treasure Hunt”. On your own time, go to the church, locate the items and write a short description of where each is. You may work in small group if you like and any altar guild person is a resource. 

d) Prayer: Attend this year’s Lenten study series. It meets the five Wednesdays in Lent: February 29th, March 7, 14, 21 and 28. Study is a key part of one’s Lenten discipline. We usually have some combination of a college professor, a spiritual director, a bishop and two priests assembled to guide you through a Holy Lent. Please make every effort to attend. Childcare will be provided if you sign up for the series in advance. 
e) Action: Look at the web pages of the Saint James Ministry Communities. If you are not already involved, think, pray and reflect about which one might be a good group in which to continuing exploring the life of faith through shared actions. Call or e-mail the Heads of Communities to get further info about their Ministry Community and to inquire about coming to their next meeting or event. 
Class 7    March 18th, 2012       ( 4 Lent )                (Debra teaches)__             Spiritual Development 

Open with prayer
1) Presentation on the Center for Spiritual Development

2) Walk the Labyrinth and learn its origin and classical use.

Class 8    April 10th     (5 Lent)                      Moving forward together in faith, hope and expectation

Open with prayer…then check how series is going
1) How was your experience of this year’s Lent different from previous years? How might attending all the Holy Week liturgies change your experience of Easter?

2) Roots and Branches- How does knowing something about Anglican History and how the church is governed change your understanding of the context of life and worship at St. James? 

3) Which Ministry Community will be your place of action?

Class 9     May 20th, 2012       (7th sunday of Easter)                     Allelulia He has Risen, Now what?

Open with prayer

1) Determine who needs to be confirmed or recieved get paperwork (on SJ web, send to Susan)

2) Discussion on how we will live the faith we profess, specifically speaking of how we plan to integrate prayer, study, stewardship and action into our daily lives.

3) Questions on any topic we have covered to date.

4) Evaluations, please. We want to provide a solid framework, add such things as may be useful and improve what needs improving.

Extra credit
Open with prayer 

A video presentation on Anglican History by Dr. John Orens of George Mason University. Here’s what one of his college students had to say: “Professor Orens is the most enthusiastic, intelligent professor I have ever come across at Mason! You can tell he loves everything he teaches and his lectures are NEVER boring! I hate history and this man made me love western civ!” If an eighteen year old can have this experience – just imagine how much you’ll get out of it! Don’t miss it!

Rehearsal   TBA     Rehearsal, Episcopal Visitation, Confirmation and Receptions 
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